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EDITORIAL

It's good to see that the Whips are now enjoying various activities outside our productions. Playreadings are
now well attended as were the last two outings we had. Long may it continue!

Colder, autumnal nights are with us again so those not studying lines etc can occupy themselves by
volunteering for the production team for our Autumn play! Welcome, dear reader to this September edition of
Stage Whispers.

AUTUMN PRODUCTION

Despite a second casting meeting for ‘The Happiest Days Of Your Life’ on August 13", we were unable to
fully cast this play, so Wally, our director, set about finding another play that would give most of those who
tried for a part another chance and ‘Last Tango In Whitby’, a play by Mike Harding, was selected and cast!

For Pat, recently widowed, this year's charabanc trip to Whitby is tinged with sadness, but she is determined
to enjoy herself. Phil and Edna provide entertainment with old time dancing. Phil, too, is trying to enjoy
himself, despite being trapped in a dead marriage and during their first dance together, he and Pat feel the
unexpected spark of mutual attraction. Despite disapproval from others, they decide to seize this second
chance and start a new life together.

Director: Wally Ross-Gower
Producer: June Bailey

Cast: Pat Lucy Robinson Kathleen Aileen Aitcheson
Jimmy Tony Thompson Henry Nick Bateman-Champain
Joan Fran King Maureen Soo Tomkins
Jessie Anthea Wright Phil Richard Johnson
Edna Geraldine Guthrie

Other parts are being played by Young Whips Stuart Tomkins as the Driver, Katy Firth, Rebecca Lee
and Marcel Riederer

Production Team: Director Wally Ross-Gower, Producer June Bailey, Prompt Barbara Firth, Choreography
Jan Pearce, Props/Costumes Jackie Walster Assisted by Margaret Pearce, Stage Manager Brian Aitcheson,
Set Design Jack Griffith, Posters/Programme Design Clare Punshon, Lighting/Sound Chris Cathles & Ben
Barnes, Publicity Colin Bailey and advance bookings, Helen Giriffith

WHIPS POSSIBLE FUTURE OUTING -
The Cobham Players are putting on ‘Key for Two’, the play the Whips did
last year, on 25, 26 and 27 October starting at 8pm - the tickets are £7.50
each and can be bought at Cobham Travel on 01932 867181 - 11 High
Street in Cobham.

If anybody is interested in going in a group on say Thursday 25" Oct
please contact Jack on 28- 2106 or better Email jack.griffith@virgin.net
ASAP
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THE WHIPS OUTING TO THE MILL AT SONNING

About Twelve of us experlenced a highly enjoyable night out on Wed 8" August for a Supper/theatre evening
at the Old Mill At Sonning where we saw Don't Dress for Dinner, A
comedy by Marc Camoletti. The wonderfully funny Royce Mills, firm
favourite of The Mill's audience, was not only acting in, but also
directing this fast and furious farce that he starred in for four years
during its successful West End run. Royce played Bernard, an errant
husband, who wants to spend a naughty weekend with his dazzling
mistress Suzanne. He sees his opportunity when his equally stunning
wife, Jacqueline, decides to visit her mother. To make the night more
memorable Bernard hires a cook. For the sake of appearances he also invites his best friend
Robert. However, unbeknown to Bernard, wife Jacqueline also has a secret lover... the same
Robert! Hearing that he is coming to dinner she cancels her plans and decides to stay at home.
Bernard's amorous plans are in tatters. They are further complicated with the arrival of the
quirky cook - Suzette. The situation soon accelerates into a classic farce full of mistaken
identities, gorgeous girls and bellyfuls of laughs. It certainly was that and together with a very
acceptable supper, the group of us had a thoroughly enjoyable evening that should be
repeated from time to time.

THE WHIPS OUTING TO ‘TONS OF MONEY’ AT FARNHAM

A group of about 14 WHIPS went to the New Farnham Repertory Actors' (Professional) Company version of
‘Tons of Money' on the 29th August in the Library Gardens Marquee in Farnham.

For those of us who were involved with our recent production, it was an interesting experience.

Although this professional ‘Rep’ company treated us to a highly entertaining evening, the general consensus
was that we Whips can hold our heads high as we thought generally we gave the better performance.

But then , we are biased aren’t we?

PAM & PETER ELLISON
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YOUNG WHIPS

Richard Johnson , the director writes:-
At last we've found two one-act plays for the Young Whips' two
Supper Evenlngs (end of January 2008):

* + " by Mabel Constanduros - an hilarious fifteen minutes with a cast of seven
characters;
and " " by Michael Frayn, an amusing satire with a cast of thirteen characters in which the tables
are turned on us, the audience, and we are presented with a picture of - an audience! ".....A hapless

playwright must contend with coughing fits, electronic watch alarms, noisy chocolate wrappers and
latecomers as he tries to watch a performance of his play." (running time approx.45 mins.).

Due to last minute withdrawals(!), we are currently short of one male and two females for "Audience", so if

anyone knows anyone interested in taking part, please contact Margaret Brazier or me urgently.
Rehearsals are (flexible) on Tuesdays & Thursdays 5pm-7pm in W.H.Village Hall.

TONS OF MONEY PROFIT

Charlie, our treasurer, informs us that we made a respectable £776 profit on this production
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JUMBLE SALE

A highly successful day for our funds! We raised about £1400 (£4.50p more than last year) of which, about
£1000 was profit. Well done everybody that helped and there
were a good few that stayed ‘til the end making it less
arduous despite the left over rubbish man being unable to
take all of the junk so a few of us had to load up our boots
with some items to clear, but it didn’t spoil the day.
Congratulations must go yet again to dear Jackie Walster
and family whose enthusiasm won the day!

BARBEOQUE

The after sale BBQ was held on a wonderfully sunny day on
the Sunday at Jack and Helen’s house where at least 18 folk
had a lovely relaxing time, just enough for the 18 seats that
the Griffith’s had available!

TALKING OF BARBEQUES

After months of cold and rainy weather, we rarely made it to the BBQ season.

Therefore it is important to refresh your memory on the etiquette of this sublime outdoor cooking activity, as
it's the only type of cooking a 'real' man will do, probably because there is an element of danger involved.
When a man volunteers to do the BBQ the following chain of events are put into motion:

Routine...The woman buys the food... (2) The woman makes the salad, prepares the vegetables, and
makes dessert. (3) The woman prepares the meat for cooking, places it on a tray along with the necessary
cooking utensils and sauces, and takes it to the man who is lounging beside the grill - beer in hand.

Here comes the important part:

- -7 0. -/ - - :

More routine....(5) The woman goes inside to organize the plates and cutlery. (6) The woman comes out to
tell the man that the meat is burning. He thanks her and asks if she will bring another beer while he deals
with the situation..

Important again:

4 2. /. S 3 3 . /
More routine.....
(8) The woman prepares the plates, salad, bread, utensils, napkins, sauces, and brings
them to the table.(9) After eating, the woman clears the table and does the dishes.

?22 And most important of all:
S>3

%4— -( - - 7/ 2 /7" 5 * ™
(11) The man asks the woman how she enjoyed "her night off." And, upon seeing her
4w annoyed reaction, concludes that there's just no pleasing some women

FAREWELL TO DOUG & AUDREY WILTSHIRE PARTY

Geraldine has kindly agreed to host a farewell party to Doug and Audrey Wiltshire who are
retiring to the West Country at the end of October. The party will start at 12.30 on Sunday
October 28™ at Kenmore The Highlands. E.H. It takes the form of bringing a ‘plate’ (by
arrangement with Gerry on 28-4638) and a bottle. Please make an effort to ‘send off’
these two stalwart Whips workers and supporters
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Whippets Fege

'Rats & Rogues' 3 6 / / 6 § 9 %4 %&
Mary Writes:-

Jack has asked me to write a few words, (actually, he didn't say how long so I'll
pretend it was only a few words) on what we are doing with the 'Whippets' in our
production in March.

First of all, the title. 'RATS and ROGUES' - not Rags and Rascals as was
advertised in an earlier edition of 'Whispers'. | only mention this because if |
don't, it might confuse those kind enough to look for props. and costumes;
especially as there is not one rag in the whole production and a dead rat is
imperative!

The story revolves round a school. Well, there's a surprise!

The headmistress, Miss Rhode, is being blackmailed by four second rate crooks determined to find a
stolen article which has been hidden in the school building. In order to keep the children from going home,
and as there are still two weeks of term to run, Miss Rhode lets the existing staff go (introducing the crooks
as their relief teachers) and writes to the parents explaining that the children wont be allowed home as they
have all caught Germaflubin. A very infectious disease of which some of you may not have heard!

The children (being bright) realise there is something going on and with the help of Sophy's brother,
and his friend Malcolm, attempt to solve the mystery. Unfortunately, Maud, one of second rate crooks,
entranced by the idea of being 'staff', decides to put on a fashion show, which is neither popular with the
other three crooks, who would rather concentrate on their search, or the children; especially when they
realise that Miss Maud is totally colour blind!

There's more to the story that | could add, but would rather not as I'd prefer to leave you
in suspense!

I've tried to write a certain amount of humour as | think this is good practice for children
and (with luck) should help them to learn the benefit of, ‘timing'.

The music is lovely, and Philip has produced some interesting rhythms which I'm still
trying to get my head round! Although children are very adaptable. Or so he keeps telling
me!

Bet Jack cuts some of this!......Oh no he won’ t - Ed
Mary

COMPETITION

Last month was a real Teaser...just
the set but of what?

Pam Campbell got the answer. She
wrote:-“Dear Charles 1998,

- look up old fotos —never! | just
immediately remembered walking
down those stairs trying to look
extremely glamorousI Also the portrait was missing from above
the fireplace!” ...Clever old thing Pam!

Now this month, The characters, play and year please........ don'’t
rush!

PLAYREADING EVENINGS

The last playreading was at Geraldine’s house, where we read The Constant Wife by Somerset Maughan.
Gerry hoped this might be a contender for her Spring production but it was generally felt that it was a bit
‘slushy” and an alternative, Night Must fall by Emlyn Williams (Male-4:Female-5) will be read at Jack’s
playreading , Single Oak, Guildford Rd on Wed. Oct. 17th .

The next playreading will be at Julie Mc Coll's house (Mince pies and Mulled wine!) in Farnham on Wed 12"
December. Car sharing etc can be arranged nearer the time.



AHEM Foge

This is weird, but interesting!
fi yuo cna raed tihs, yuo hvae a sgtrane mnid too

Cna yuo raed tihs? Olny 55 plepoe out of 100 can.

i cdnuolt blveiee taht I cluod aulaclty uesdnatnrd waht I as rdanieg The
phaonmneal pweor of the hmuan mnid, aoccdrnig to a rscheearch at Cmabrigde
Uinervtisy, it dseno't mtaetr in waht oerdr the Itteres in a wrod are, the olny
iproamtnt tihng is taht the frsit and Isat Itteer be in the rghit pclae. The rset can be
a taotl mses and you can sitll raed it whotuit a pboerlm. Tihs is bcuseae the huamn
mnid deos not raed ervey | teter by istlef, but the wrod as a wlohe. Azanmig huh?
yaeh and I awlyas tghuhot slpeling was ipmorantt!

OUIZ NIGHT A
®
® Jules has suggested we, The Whips, have a quiz night with maybe a Fish and i
A A Chip supper, on a Saturday in January/February is anybody interested?
VAU Please let your editor know preferably by Email. Jules has volunteered to
~ arrange it if there was enough interest. We need at least 50 folk making say six tables to

make it viable.

SNIPPETS FROM THE WHIPS' CAKE STALL

Geraldine, who was in charge of tea’s and cakes at the jumble sale, ably assisted by Elizabeth writes:-

One of our first customers enquired "haven't you got any carrot cake? You had some last year". My
response (gritting the teeth and smiling sweetly) " so sorry, | will try to remember to make one for next year",
and when she'd gone, muttered under my breath, "we are not Sainsburys!" .. Later on in the proceedings an
eight year old boy leaning on the counter, breathing heavily, said "I want a drink of orange and one of those"
(pointing to my 20p buns). My reply was "that will be 70p" A long look (as only the young can look at the
mature) "l get it free because I've been working hard"! ...... Guess what? - he did!

Another small boy, clutching his last 15p, "can | have one of those" (again the 20p buns). My heart
was softening by then, and | gave it to him. Three minutes later he was back "can | have another one of
those for the same price?" "another 15p?" "no the last one". That boy will go far - full of my buns!

I loved the elderly lady who came and inspected our wares carefully on at least three occasions, but
still didn't buy anything. Perhaps she too was looking for carrot cake and hoping we would have a delivery!

Finally, my thanks to all who made such delicious cakes for us to sell. We were 50% up on profits last year,
making £166.60. Thanks also to Elizabeth Hope who undertook the thankless task of making tea and
washing up without complaint.

Can you believe that the large fruit cake Jackie made for our stall "walked" before the Salestarted?.. Gerry

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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COMMITTEE CONTACTS Pege

Chairman Tony Thompson 282314 e-mail tony.thompson@withersworldwide.com

Hon.Sec. June Bailey 283372 e-mail june@east-horsley.freeserve.co.uk

Hon.Treasurer Charlie Crowther-Smith 282345 e-mail Charlie.crowthersmith@btinternet.com

Young Whips/Whippets Sec. Margaret Brazier 284603

Whispers Editor Jack Griffith 282106 e-mail jack.griffith@virgin.net (W

The Whips Website WWW . .thewhips.org.uk N
Q<> )

AND FINALLY Eoor0)
=~ | =)

Well Gemma '4"-:;/\§,s'=‘<‘

A Catholic priest, a Pentecostal preacher, and a Rabbi all served as chaplains
to the students of a well known Canadian University.

They would meet two or three times a week for coffee and to talk shop.
One day, someone passed the comment that preaching to people isn't really all
that hard.

A real challenge would be to preach to a bear.

One thing led to another, and they agreed to participate in an experiment. They would all go out into the
woods, find a bear, preach to it, and attempt to convert it.

Seven days later, they all came together to discuss their experience.

Father Flannery, who had his arm in a sling, was on crutches, and had
various bandages on his body and limbs, went first.

'Well," he said, 'l went into the woods to find me a bear. And when | found him, | began to read to him from
the Catechism. Well, that bear wanted nothing to do with me and began to slap me around. So | quickly
grabbed my holy water, sprinkled him and, Holy Mary Mother of God, he became as gentle and meek as a
lamb. The bishop is coming out next week to give him first communion and confirmation.’

Reverend Billy Bob spoke next.

He was in a wheelchair, had one arm and both legs in casts, and had an IV drip. In his best fire-and-
brimstone oratory, he claimed,

'WELL, brothers, you KNOW that we don't sprinkle! | went out and | FOUND me a bear.

And then | began to read to my bear from God's HOLY WORD! But that bear wanted nothing to do with me.
So | took HOLD of him and we began to wrestle. We wrestled down one hill, UP another and DOWN another
until we came to a creek. So | quickly DUNKED him and BAPTISED his hairy soul. And just like you said, he
became as gentle as a lamb. We spent the rest of the day praising Jesus. Hallelujah, Amen.’'

The priest and the reverend both looked down at the rabbi, who was lying in a hospital bed. He was in a
body cast and traction with IVs and monitors running in and out of him. He was in really bad shape.
The Rabbi looked up and said...

'‘With hindsight, then circumcision may not have been the best way to start'.

Nm
é\?: ® -
( \ :%) This has been a ‘where on earth are the Notes from the Committee' production éz@
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ADVANCE BOOKING FORM
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. Last Tango In Whithy

~— BY MIKE HARDING
= D). 0

DIRECTED BY WALLY ROSS-GOWER
A play full of fun and dancing!

For Pat, recently widowed, this year’s charabanc trip to Whitby is tinged with sadness, but she is determined
to enjoy herself. Phil and Edna provide entertainment with old time dancing. Phil, too, is trying to enjoy
himself, despite being trapped in a dead marriage and during their first dance together, he and Pat feel the
unexpected spark of mutual attraction. Despite disapproval from others, they decide to seize this second
chance and start a new life together.
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To Mrs Helen Griffith, Single Oak, Guildford Road, East Horsley, KT24 6AQ
§ 4%):<9:9%47?

Please supply tickets for * 6 as below:
Date Time Quantity | Price @ includes Total £

1 glass of wine ¢
Wednesday * 14" November 8.15 pm £8.00¢
Thursday** 15" November 7.15 pm £13.00
Friday 16™ November 8.15 pm £8.00¢
Saturday 17" November 8.15 pm £8.00¢

B % CO -~
BB %% C D .% .>. Ev< $§ ( “./7./ _.T - FD3".+". /.
- - - - - D .7 .>. o0 /77 3 . / G/D/ +:
| enclose a cheque for £............payable to and a (s

Nname: HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHA
Addresss HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHAHAHA
Post Code: HHHHHH TelephoneHHHHHHHHH

Tickets ordered by phone must be paid for within 4 days, otherwise they may be resold



