
 

                                             
 
    

                                                           
                       
                               May 2007 

EDITORIAL 
So yet another one is biting the dust! For that I mean ‘Tons of Money’. What a happy production this has 
been, albeit during rehearsals at times, sparsely attended due to work or holiday commitments, but 
nowadays,it seems to be the order of the day as we all seem to go on multiple holidays, however the end 
result is all that matters and that, I’m pleased to say, was very successful. 
A word in praise for those ‘out of the limelight’, From Our wonderful secretary, June as producer, coming to 
almost every rehearsal , providing us all with coffee and tea, just the way we like it and really nice biscuits! 
Fran acting all ‘absentee‘ parts very well together with Barbara the assistant director, Aileen our prompt , 
Jackie on costumes, Margaret on Props together with the technical team, its  just, thankfully a typical Whips 
effort. Long may it continue! 
 

‘TONS OF MONEY’  TOUR TO WALES 
 
A great success! Thanks to all who were involved.. We will continue rehearsing this play for our 
‘Tour’ to Newcastle Emlyn, Wales in June. Let’s hope it goes down as well there!. Pam has been 
very busy organising accommodation, meals, venues and daytime activities for all concerned. 
The ‘Hangers on’ group have got it made: Whilst all the actors and crew are ‘giving their all’ on 
the Friday evenings performance, the ‘Hangers on’ group are planning  where  they are all having 
their ‘slap up’ meal in good time to join the ‘gang’ in the pub after the show! No flies on them! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PLAYREADING EVENINGS 

We  had a great evening at Pams house in April, with a total of 12 people, encouraged by  lovely chocolate 

brownies! The next one will be at Geraldines house, ‘Kenmore, The Highlands,E.H. where we will read ‘The 

happiest Days Of Your life’, a possible play for the Autumn production. …New Member, Soo Tomkins has 

volunteered to host the June play reading ( the last for a couple of months) on Wed 20
th
 June at 67, Orchard 

Close, Fetcham KT229JB Tel: 01372373623. Please try and support these very enjoyable evenings. 

 

THE WHIPS AGM 

 

NOTICE OF 59th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Wednesday 23rd May 2007 at 8.00pm at the West Horsley Village Hall, The Street, West Horsley 
 

AGENDA 
 

1 Apologies for absence 
2 Minutes of the 58th Annual General Meeting held on 17th May 2006 
3 Matters arising 
4 Chairman’s report 
5 Treasurer’s report 
6 Membership report 
7 Election of Officers and six Committee Members for 2007/08 
The 2006/7 Committee is as follows: Tony Thompson (Chairman), Jill Davis (Vice Chairman), Charlie Crowther-Smith (Hon 

Treasurer), June Bailey (Hon Secretary), 

Margaret Brazier, Jackie Walster, Anthea 

Wright, Margaret Pearce, Aileen Aitcheson and 

Sue Floyd. 

 
In accordance with the Rules all the above named now stand down and offer themselves for 
re-election. Except Jill Davis (Vice Chairman) and Sue Floyd.   
 

 
 

COMPETITION 
 
Nobody answered last months competition and frankly your Ed 
doesn’t know the answer himself! 
Apart from it being Poleston Lacey day with Jo Ried and Charlie with 
A.N Other from a different drama group.The year? Ask Charlie! 
Now this months teaser, Who is this well known current Whips 
member 
 

 
YOUNG WHIPS AGAIN 
Next year should see the Young Whips back in action 
 
All they are missing is a director. Anyone prepared to take on this role and willing to discuss a possible 
Musical,Play, a one act play plus supper or any other ideas, please ring Margaret Brazier on 284603 as soon  
as possible 
 



 
MOLES COMMITTEE NOTES 

With the AGM on May 23rd the committee noted that we would have at least Sue Floyd’s 
vacancy to fill, as she is off to the West Country and Jill would quite like  to stand down so we 
need nominations. 

The next event is “Tons of Money” and posters and publicity are starting to pop up around 
the village.  Does anyone know any banking contacts who would like to sponsor the peripatetic 

production of “Lloads of Llucre” in Wales?  Would our nearby Educational Establishments like to publicise 
their provision of fine schooling for boys and girls through “Happiest Days of our Lives”, our proposed 
autumn production?  Would any local taxi firms like to promote their services through “Caburlesque”, our 
Christmas evening of songs and theatrical entertainment, professionally performed by Warwick Hewson and 
Company, with a three-course dinner on Saturday 1st December? 

If you would like that cosy warm feeling that comes with charitable giving, don’t hold back, remember 
we’re a registered charity, and call Charlie or Tony.  We can give you a mention in the programme, in panto 
scripts, and prominent logo placing in Whispers when we publicise your production, even on the place mats 
at supper evenings, anything considered. 

 
Charlie is looking for a flood of theatrical or singing thesps for the 5th September (try 

saying that aloud) to entertain the Leatherhead Blind Club.  We already have some a capella 
singers on the programme who would welcome piano accompaniment in the interests of 
variety.  Please call Charlie.  If your memory is not what it was, or if nerves overwhelm you 
with no script in front of you, this evening as well as play reading evenings (next one 7.45pm 
at the Guthrie’s house) are ideal opportunities for you to blossom and show your talent without 
the exposure that treading the boards books-down inflicts.  Polish your projection and explore 
the darkest recesses of the 1950’s staff room at a school with more admissions than the 
published intake number, the Guthrie’s play reading evening anticipates “Happiest Days of our 
Lives” mentioned above. 

 
Charlie would like to recruit from our friends and membership a Coach-House Tsar.  If you feel you 

have quartermaster skills that would be well used in this valued and prestigious role, crucial to the efficient 
running of our entire organisation, please contact Charlie, so he can get on with the money side of things.  
Fire regulations mean we must bin all that stuff surplus to requirements to make what we do need 
accessible.  We have ten bin bags full of shoes!  

 
With Charlie free to manage the money, budgeting protocols recently reintroduced will continue to 

benefit all concerned; producers and directors of shows are communicating with him, the committee and 
each other in ways previously not thought possible.  Our master files, handed to those responsible for each 
new production, make their job so much easier because the guidance is unambiguous and time-saving.  We 
have healthy bank balances, and want to continue this rosy cheeked approach, the grey complexion of the 
financially harassed is a thing of the past.  A vestige of worry remains about people being on stage without 
insurance because they have not paid their subscription.  We haven’t got the sort of funds that will pay 
anything significant if an uninsured person has an accident using our facilities, and if they cause an accident, 
it’ll be up to them or their parents to compensate financial loss.  It’s too horrible a thought, so we are going to 
sack cast members if they don’t become members of their Whip section before the first rehearsal.  If you 
have an issue about the cost or if you can’t remember if you have a standing order and are worried that you 
haven’t paid, the AGM will be the time to sort it out.  

 
Finally, Skool & Crossbones was a great success, loads of happy people 

enjoyed participating and applauding an excellent production which brought in plenty in 
ticket sales.  DVD’s went to 15 lucky people at £18 each, which included production 
costs and 10% royalty percentage.   

 
Come to the AGM 
see you there,….Toodle pip 
 
Mole 



 
 

AHEM 
When Dan found out he was going to inherit a fortune when his sickly father died, he decided he needed a 
woman to enjoy it with. So one evening he went to a singles bar where he spotted the most beautiful woman 
he had ever seen. Her natural beauty took his breath away. 
"I may look like just an ordinary man," he said as he walked up to her, "but in just a week or two, my father 
will die, and I'll inherit 10 million Pounds." 
Impressed, the woman went home with him that evening. 
And, three days later, she became his stepmother. 
 
Women are just sometimes so much smarter than men!!! 

 

SUE & ALLEN FLOYD’S 
LEAVING PARTY 
 
A good many folk attended Sue & Allen Floyd’s 
leaving party on Sat 14th April at the ‘Billy’ 
Twas a very merry occasion boosted by one of 
Steven TT’s ‘ode’s’ They will be leaving the area 
on May 30th for a new life near Yeovil. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



‘TONS OF MONEY’ CRIT..By Jan & Nick Pearce 
 

Having attended the original Whips reading, it struck us as being a difficult play to pull off, being an old 
fashioned piece short on belly laughs. Therefore, to make it a success, would appear to require an 
exceptional amount of manic pace and an ensemble delivery full of confidence. Having seen the play 
brought to life it’s pleasing to say that, under Jack Griffith’s direction, the performance on Thursday night had 
both of these requirements in abundance. 
 
From curtain up, revealing Peter Davis’s excellent set, the play got off to a racing and 
effervescent start with lots of laughter in the first few minutes. Despite the unlikely 
premise on which the play was based (not unusual for farcical comedy) the cast 
struck just about the right period note, reminiscent of P G Woodhouse, without putting 
their tongues fully into their cheeks. Although a slight faltering of pace occurred in the 
early part of the second act, this soon picked-up, steadying for a flying finish for the 
third act with all the characters ending up, more or less, where they started. 
 
As for the players, Richard Johnson gave us some nice expressions and a duplicitous 
nature as Sprules the butler, ably assisted by new member Soo Tomkins as Simpson the parlour maid (her 
first real acting role for the Whips), in a comic and very plausible performance. Pam Campbell as Miss Benita 
Mullet seemed to have drawn the short straw in the casting stakes as the cynical aunt but still managed to 
squeeze some hearty laughter from the audience. Phil Embury had the opportunity to take full advantage of 
the idiotic comic potential of Aubrey Allington, portraying him as a ‘silly ass’ in the Bertie Wooster mould, with 
two further character turns disguised as his own long lost brother and a madcap monk.  
 
Jules McColl as Louise Allington gave lots of energy to the role with all the confidence necessary for a lead 
actor, whilst Steve Lewis obviously enjoyed his brief appearances as Giles the gardener as much as the 
audience. Tony Thompson as Chesterman, a solicitor (yet again!), turned in a solid supporting performance 
and is becoming so convincing in his legal guise you could almost believe he has had a legal training! Pat 
Davis as Jean Everard had great fun with her 1920’s BBC accent and seemed to enjoy her several 
osculatory encounters. Martin Kitcatt as Henery gave us plenty of physical comic action amusingly portraying 
a man out of his depth with Stuart Smith having a long wait to appear as the real George Maitland, striking a 
nice contrast as the bewildered straight yuman in a surreal nightmare. 
 
A thoroughly enjoyable evening with extra thanks to the catering team and backstage crew whose unseen 
activities are to be praised for their excellent and vital support.  Good luck in Wales with a very funny show! 
 

SKOOL AND CROSSBONES by THE WHIPPETS CRIT. 
 

 In the absence of any other offers I agreed to do a short crit on SKOOL AND CROSSBONES performed by The Whippets in 
March.  However when reviewing a show I like to see  it at least twice, once to write notes and the other to enjoy, but this year I 
was only able to ‘enjoy’, and my comments are based partly on memory, although I did borrow the excellent quality DVD to refresh 
my memory.  
 Wonderfully eye-catching costumes and scenery, and excellent music, although some of the Islanders’ chorus numbers were a 
bit low key, too much concentration and not enough enjoyment.  Heads raised with eyes looking out front would have given more 
contact with the audience.  The Pirates seemed to have much more confidence, but perhaps they were older and more 
experienced in Whippets productions.  The number ‘Tonight we Fight’ was beautifully staged and with the closing number Conga 
Calypso Carnival was sung with much more vitality.   
 The large cast had wonderfully descriptive names, and giving any a special mention seems unfair, as they were a great team.  

All the leading roles were well played, but Jake Smith was a memorable First Mate, Chris Hinchliff 
made a dashing Captain George, and I am looking forward to seeing Jack McGrath (Fafa) again next 
year.   Several little girls in the chorus were worth watching, and little Daniel Fuller, as pirate Short John 
Silver, showed his admirable stage presence again this year. 
 Particular mention in the senior section must go to Peter and Margaret Brazier and their helpers 
for scenery and costumes, and to Esme Upcott, Linda Levison and newcomer Edd Harrison for 
providing the musical accompaniment.    Spectacular sound and lighting effects were provided by the 
Chris Cathles/Ben Barnes team.   
 Warmest congratulations to Lizzie Russell and her team for yet another Whippets triumph.    
What is next for our enjoyment Whippets? ………….GERALDINE GUTHRIE 



 
 

ANOTHER ONE LEAVING 
We have it on good authority that Pam and Peter Ellison are moving to Devon in the near future. Although 
not as active as in previous years, Peter used to be our main lighting man for many years and Pam acted 
and prompted amongst other things in many a production. We all wish them the best of luck 
 
 

DATES  FOR  YOUR  DIARY  
May 23rd @7.45PM  AGM 
May 24th @8PM   Playreading at Geraldine Guthrie’s House  

June 8th-9th @8PM   Welsh, Tour Production dates at Newcastle Emlyn 
June 20th@ 7.45PM  Play reading at Soo Tompkins house 
Sept 7-8th   Jumble Sale 
Nov 14-17th   Autumn Production 
Dec 1st    Christmas Social Event 

 
COMMITTEE CONTACTS  

 
 
Chairman                    Tony Thompson                282314  e-mail tony.thompson@withersworldwide.com  
Hon.Sec.                     June Bailey                       283372  e-mail june@east-horsley.freeserve.co.uk  
Hon.Treasurer            Charlie Crowther-Smith     282345  e-mail Charlie.crowthersmith@btinternet.com 
Young Whips/Whippets Sec.  Margaret Brazier   284603  
Whispers Editor          Jack Griffith         282106  e-mail jack.griffith@virgin.net 
The Whips Website               WWW.thewhips.org.uk 
 
 
                 

AND FINALLY  
 
Well Gemma 
> 

Paddy's pregnant sister was in a terrible car accident and went into a deep coma. 

After being in the coma for nearly six months, she wakes up and sees that she is no longer pregnant. Frantically, 

she asks the doctor about her baby. 

The doctor replies, "You had twins; a boy and a girl! The babies are fine now, but they were poorly at birth and had 

to be  christened immediately. Your brother came in and named them." 

The woman thinks to herself, "Oh suffering Mary, Mother of God no, not mi' brother! He's a terrible, clueless, eejutt” 

Expecting the worst, she asks the doctor, "Well, what's my daughter's name?" 

"Denise," says the doctor. 

The new mother is totally relieved. "Wow, that's a beautiful name, I guess I was wrong about my brother, I like 

Denise." 

Then she asks, "What's the boy's name?" 

"Denephew". 

Yea, it took me a bit of time to work that one out as well Gemma!  
 


