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EDITORIAL 
Yet another great production from our youngsters, this time the Whippets. They looked as if they really enjoyed 
themselves, maybe as much as we in the audience did. 
What a loss! Not one but two stalwart members leaving in the form of Jan and Nic Pearce. All these very 
supportive members leaving the area and so few replacing them. What are we to do? Suggestions please to 
‘Letters to the Editor’ 
 
 
SPRING PRODUCTION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Performances are at 8pm on Thursday 1st May, Friday 2nd 

May and Saturday 3rd May.   Tickets are £9 (£8 concession 

& Friends), and now available direct from the Box Office 

on 01483 444789, or from Geraldine on 284638 or at g.guthrie@tinyworld.co.uk.    

  
Rare praise was given by Director Geraldine last week saying she was well satisfied that 
everything was just about as it should be with 5 weeks to go. The cast had to rush over to 
the pub to get over the shock!  
Mrs Tabret - Pam Campbell; Major Liconda - Russell Sunderland;   
Dr Harvester - Jack Griffith;    Nurse Wayland -  Jules McColl;    
Stella Tabret – Joanne Rowlands;  Colin Tabret – Richard Johnson;   
Maurice Tabret – Phil Embury;  Alice – Anthea  Wright 
 

 
 
ATTIC PLAYERS  -  13th/14th JUNE 2008 
Our Welsh visitors  are performing ‘Party Piece’ by Richard Harris at the Village hall. 
Pam, our co-ordinator writes :- 
We have a possible 18 Attic members descending on Horsley in June and at the moment I only 
have offers of 14 beds.  Is there anybody else out there who could please help?  Please ring 
Pam on 01483 282245 or e-mail: Campbell.Tioga@BTOpenworld,com. 
 

 
 
PANTOMIME  
 
Wally Ross-Gower, who directed ‘Last Tango in Whitby’ has volunteered to direct our next 
Panto, due for performance in January ‘09 
He has decided to do Robinson Crusoe, a version written by Chenery (who is the founder of 
Shakespeare for Kids) and Colin Warnock ( well known Surrey, Director, MD and performer)  
Watch this space for casting and rehearsal dates.  



                     
WHIPPETS PRODUCTION,’RATS & ROGUE’S’ 
 

What a splendid 
production our young 
Whippets gave in “Rats & 
Rogues” this month. 
Well done director and 
writer, Mary Baum, and 
composer Philip Lloyd 
whose music, although 
difficult at times, was 
superb. A very talented 
group our Whippets I 
say! 

Now the ‘official’ Crit’ 
 

 
“Never mind the width feel the quality” to adapt a well-known phrase. 
 
It had been heard on the grapevine that there were fewer than ever 
Whippets taking part in this year’s production, 24 children from 22 
families I am authoritatively told.  However one should not have 
worried.  From where I was 
sitting the singing was beautifully 
audible, I could hear each word 
and the dialogue, with just an 
occasional lapse into a mumble, 
was well enunciated. 

 
Mary, in her writing, makes no concessions to the age of her actors and 
they in their turn did her justice.  The plot was easily followed and the 
jokes well pointed.  The comic timing of the youngsters was a lesson to 
some of us oldies.   
 
As Mary had also written the lyrics the songs interweaved seamlessly 
with the action.  There was no ”we stop for a song here” feeling.  The music composed by Philip Lloyd, played 
by Esme Upcott, the musical director and Ed Harrison, also made no concession to the age of the performers, 
and captured the situation and the mood as required without overwhelming the action. 
 
For those Whips who missed the show the story is of shenanigans at Rhode School, where the pupils know that 
they are clever.  It opens to a chorus of the school song with the staff in their gowns and the pupils in their 
uniform, shirts were buttoned at the neck, tucked into skirts and ties 
in place, not pulled halfway down and didn’t they look smart.  Ah 
memories, those were the days!  
 
Then a well-drilled stage crew quickly transported us to the 
staffroom, to find the staff discussing their feelings and attitudes 
toward the headmistress and their pupils. There is a knock on the 
door with letters of dismissal for all.  The fun begins with the 
intertwining plots of a headmistress being blackmailed for creaming 
the fees, by rogues searching for loot, not to mention the 
diversionary tactic of an outbreak of the dread disease German 
Flubin, a fashion show, and the skeletal red herring.  Most important 
of all this has to happen without mobiles, which are banned! 
 
 
 



 
By good fortune one of the pupils, Sophy Holmes, has two brothers 
Sherlock, a budding detective and Conan. They, with Sherlock’s best 
mate, Graham, you guessed it, Watson, and not forgetting, Percy, a 
dead stuffed carrier pigeon, no that’s a pheasant, sort out the nasty 
things in the woodshed, no that’s a potting shed, capture the crooks, 
with the aid of  some very young policemen, and save the school.   
 
Mary’s script brought all these elements together and the actors 
brought it all to life with 
performances, in the 
words of the school 
motto, that were 

‘Fearless, Feisty and Bold’.  This gave rise to a great evening’s 
entertainment.  It was a true ensemble piece with everyone from 
the leading characters of headmistress, staff, older pupils and 
crooks to the chorus of pupils playing their part.  I am not going to 
pick out particular performances, but it is good to see talent grow 
and blossom from year to year and to see there is future talent 
waiting in the wings. 
Congratulations to all involved, but particularly a big thank you to 
the Braziers who in a year fraught with difficulty still managed to 
give wholehearted time and effort to the Whippets.  
Fran King 
 
FAREWELL TO JAN & NIC 

PEARCE 

 
Yet again, two long standing Whips members are leaving 
Horsley, this time going east to Suffolk. Both Jan and Nic 
have been very active members and will be sorely missed. 
I personally remember Jan’s contribution to one of our most 
successful plays, ’Stepping Out’, choreographing all the 
dance routines whilst I got on with the drama direction. Nic’s 
most memorable role to me, was as one of the doctors in 
‘Run for your Wife’ with Charlie as the other doctor. 
They  had to complete the sale of their house rather swiftly 
so we couldn’t have a farewell party for them in time, but are 
hoping to do so at a later date. 
Their new address, after the move from Effingham on March 
27 and subsequent move to the new house on April 18th is :- 

Cleeve House 
Long Thurlow 
Badwell Ash 
Bury St Edmunds 
Suffolk 
IP31 3JA   
Tel: 01359 258779 (although they can't guarantee this number until the day and it works !!) 
 
AGM May 21st 

 
Anyone wishing to read the minutes from AGM May 2007 before our next AGM on Wednesday, 21st May at 
8pm, Main Hall, West Horsley Village Hall can do so by going onto our web site www.thewhips.org.uk . We hope 
you will be able to join us at the meeting. 
  
June Bailey…..Secretary 
 



AUTUMN PRODUCTION 
Casting will be on Wed 14th May at 8PM at The Wheelhouse 
Performance is Wed 15th - Sat 18th October 2008 with rehearsals starting 7th of July, every Monday and 
Thursday. 

TRAP FOR A LONELY MAN 

 
 By Robert Thomas, 

translated by Lucienne Hill and John Sutro 

 

Directed by Jack Griffith 
 

 A thriller with 4M 2F or 3M 3F ….Interior single set  

This cracking thriller has the following characters with the number of pages on 
stage in each of the 3 acts :            
               
           Act1 Act2 Act3 

• The Man (Daniel) - big part: on stage for the entire play bar half a page ..  28 14 19 
• The Police Inspector - nice meaty part can be played by Male or Female  17 4 14  
• The Woman (Florence) - good strong woman's part     18 6 13   
• The Priest (Maximin) - another good part       17 0 4  
• The Tramp (Merluche) - great character part, but not too many lines to learn  0 11 0 
• The Nurse (Mlle. Berton) - small but vital part      0 0 8 
• The Policeman - walk-on part        0 0 2 

PLAYREADINGS 
The next playreading will be at  Barbara Firth’s house, Bryher Cottage, Lynx Hill, EH 283 262 
on Wed, April 23rd @8PM prompt. where we will read  ‘ My Friend Miss Flint’ by D.Churchill & 
P.Yeldham, a splendid comedy which we did here in Horsley and on tour in Jersey in 1990 
with great success. 
We need a host for May and June’s playreading please, don’t be shy! 
 
 
Can we have any new volunteers for future play reading hosting? 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
April 23rd    Playreading at Barbara Firth’s house 
April 27th-May 4th        Spring Production at the Electric Theatre 
May 21st   AGM 
June 13th-14th   Welsh Attic Players Production @ WHVH  
Aug. 30th   Whips 60th anniversary Murder mystery party at Britain’s farm 
Sept. 5th-6th    Jumble Sale 
Oct. 10th-19th   Autumn Production 
 
COMMITTEE CONTACTS  
 
Chairman                    Tony Thompson                282314  e-mail tony.thompson@withersworldwide.com  
Hon.Sec.                     June Bailey                       283372  e-mail june@east-horsley.freeserve.co.uk  
Hon.Treasurer            Charlie Crowther-Smith     282345  e-mail Charlie.crowthersmith@btinternet.com 
Young Whips/Whippets Sec.  Margaret Brazier   284603  
Whispers Editor          Jack Griffith         282106  e-mail  jack.griffith @virgin.net 
The Whips Website               WWW.thewhips.org.uk  



NOTES FROM THE COMMITTEE 
Substitute Mole needs more air! 

 
Coach House 
Brian Aitcheson is now in overall control of the Coach House. If 
anyone (this includes other keyholders and committee members) 
wants to go there to do something or, either borrow or leave 
stuff, (two boxes of costumes have appeared from nowhere 
in the props bit), they should contact Brian (01483 283919) first 
please to let him know what’s going on.  Brian also has a little red book in which to record 
who has borrowed what so we can contact the borrower, if required. 
 
The Blind Club, Leatherhead Wednesday 3rd September 2008 

We have again been asked to provide an entertainment for the Blind Club in Leatherhead.  We urgently need 
someone to offer their services to co-ordinate/make suggestions.  If you think you may like to take this on please 
contact June Bailey (01483 283372). 
 
Woking Drama Festival 2009 
Having looked at our forward commitments it seems that an entry in this festival would slot in without clashing 
with our other productions.  If there is a director out there who fancies an opportunity to direct a festival entry 
please contact June Bailey (01483 283372). 
 

Whips 60th Birthday Celebrations Saturday 30th August 2008 
This date should be in everyone’s diary.  A booking form is being sent out shortly, and it is to 
Fran King (01483 283051) that it should be returned with the money for the tickets. She had a 
mental aberration following the last Whispers as to who was taking bookings.  Entry to the event 
is by ticket only and tickets will not be issued before money is received.  The cost is anticipated 
to be £20 per head. The numbers are limited by the size of marquee so if you want to be there to 
enjoy the celebrations return your booking form as soon as you receive it, completed and with 
the money.  Fran has a note of those who have already indicated their wish to attend. 

  AGM 21st May 2008 
If there is anyone out there desperate to serve on the committee nomination forms are being sent out shortly, if 
you are interested you can always contact secretary June Bailey (01483 283372). 
 
 Attic Players June 2008 
If not mentioned elsewhere, Pam Campbell (01483 282245) needs more offers of hospitality for 
our visitors. Various get togethers are being organised while the Attic Players are in Horsley.  In 
particular an ‘After Show Do’ on Friday 13th June at the Billy plus Cedar Room Saturday 14th 
June.  So please keep dates around then free, and  on one of the nights you should be in the 
audience anyway! 
 
 Whippets 2009 
After the last superb production, the Whippets are looking for a director for next March, 
workshops usually start the previous September.  If you have the energy but would also 
like the satisfaction of getting performances like those we’ve just seen apply now to 
Margaret Brazier (01483 284603). 
 
 ‘Last Tango in Whitby’ Friday 9th May 2008, Pyrford Little Theatre, Rhoda McGaw, 
Woking 
If want tickets and you haven’t already contacted Anthea Wright (01483 282579) please 
do so asap as she is about to book. 

 
EX WHIPPET SARAH HAS A BABY 
 
 
Helen Griffith is now a very proud grandmother of a baby girl, Samara Denny. Born to 
Sarah and husband Craig Denny who live in Martinborough, Near Wellington in New 
Zealand . Sarah last played for the Whippets in South Pacific, years ago! 



HOW ABSENT FRIENDS ARE FARING 
  
It's hard to believe that we left Surrey nearly ten months ago.  Where has the time gone?  
Well needless to say we have had to make one or two adjustments since moving to 
Somerset, the first being to learn the language which given my propensity to lapse into the 
Welsh at the drop of a hat has been quite a learning curve.  For instance one doesn't go 
shopping in Sherborne or Dorchester, one shops in 'Sherbn' and Darchesta.  
 
Another change is coping with Allen's retirement. No he hasn't done a Jamie Oliver and 
taken over the cooking but we now battle over the computer (which he never touched in 
Surrey). Whenever I decide to  deal with emails or design stuff I find him in the study doing 
some fast one finger typing, sending out or replying to dubious funnies from his old 'lunch 
club' mates. 
Looks like we need to get a second computer. 
We have met up with the T-T's on several occasions at a variety of hostelries that lie 

between our two homes which are some 30 minutes apart. 
Good lunches and fine wines have been enjoyed. We also met with Jean 
and Paddy Toole who live nearby and had lunch at their local pub.  Nice to 
catch up with them.  Niall, their son is still in Australia and enjoying life down 
under and their daughter Dee lives in Yeovil with her little girl. 
We are really enjoying living in Somerset and now that we have finished our 
various projects around the house and garden, plan to research the local golf 
clubs with a view to playing again. We are not totally rusticating and have 
been up to London quite frequently to see some shows and dine with friends.  
As we have 'old persons' rail cards we tend to use the train which is very 
efficient and far more relaxing than driving. 
No I haven't taken up the boards down here, just enjoying the rest from 
learning lines and designing posters but I haven't ruled it out completely. 
There are a couple of local theatres here and an am-dram society but we 
have yet to see a production. 
Of course we miss you lot and if anyone plans to motor west then do call in. 
We are not easy to find so phone first to get directions. 
Regards Sue 

 
AND FINALLY  
Well Gemma, 
Bill and Tom are two Irishmen working at the local sawmill. One day Bill slips and his arm gets caught and 
severed by the big bench saw. Tom quickly puts the limb in a plastic bag and rushes it and Bill to the local 
hospital. 
 
Next day, Tom goes to the hospital and asks after Bill. The nurse says, 'Oh he's out in Rehab exercising'. Tom 
couldn't believe it, but here's Bill out the back exercising his now reattached arm. The very next day he's back at 
work in the saw mill. 
 
Couple of days go by, and then Bill slips and severs his leg on another bloomin’ big saw thing. So Tom puts the 
limb in a plastic bag and rushes it and Bill off to hospital. 
 
Next day he calls in to see him and asks the nurse how he is. 
The nurse replies, 'He's out in the Rehab again exercising. And sure enough, here's Bill out there doing some 
serious work on the treadmill. And Bill comes back to work. 
 
But, as usual, within a couple of days he has another accident and severs his head. Wearily Tom puts the head 
in a plastic bag and transports it and Bill to hospital. 
 
Next day he goes in and asks the nurse how Bill is. The nurse breaks down and cries and says, 'He's dead.' 
 
Tom is shocked, but not surprised. 'I suppose the saw finally did him in.' 
 
'No,' says the nurse, 'some dopey idiot put his head in a plastic bag and he suffocated.' 
 


